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On the 14™ May 2021 the Bench of Bishops of the Church in Wales released a public
statement relating to the subject of “gay conversion therapy” (Copy below). EFCW
recognises the bishops’ concern regarding coercive or abusive practices associated with gay
conversion therapy. Methods such as physical violence, food deprivation, and corrective
rape are abhorrent and clearly unchristian, and work to end these practices is urgently
required.

However, the lack of nuance or definition in the statement leaves considerable room for
ambiguity and has the potential to demonise or even criminalise day to day teaching and
pastoral work in churches. For example, the statement reads “human sexuality is a gift of
God to be cherished and honoured”. By making such a universal statement the bishops
have, we believe inadvertently, affirmed every expression of sexuality imaginable, including
some which they themselves would ordinarily condemn.

Equally, the statement calls for a ban on gay conversion therapy “in all it’s forms”. We
would urge the bench of bishops to give definition to this statement to ensure that
legislation continues to allow open discussion and grace filled prayer with someone who
wants to explore biblical teaching on the issue of sexuality.

We call on the bench of bishops therefore, to continue to seek an end to abusive practices,
whilst also giving clear assurances to clergy and laity within the Church in Wales that they
will remain free to proclaim the gospel of repentance, forgiveness and transformation in a
pastorally sensitive manner.

EFCW Executive

The following is a copy of a post on the Church in Wales Website:

Bench of Bishops welcomes proposed ban of gay conversion therapy
Provincial news Posted: 14 May 2021

The Bench of Bishops in the Church in Wales welcomes the announcement in the Queen’s
Speech that the UK Government will ban gay conversion therapy.

We believe that human sexuality is a gift of God to be cherished and honoured. It is an
intrinsic part of who we are as human beings and an expression of God’s glorious diversity in
creation.

Anything which seeks to suggest that there is something inherently wrong or sinful in those
who are non-heterosexual or which seeks to force people to try and change their sexuality



is, we believe, wrong. It is both abusive and traumatising; as those who have experienced
such ‘therapy’ can testify.

We join our voices with The Royal College of Psychiatrists and other healthcare
professionals in asserting that the practice of gay conversion therapy inflicts life-long
damage on those who are forced to undergo it and has no place in the modern world.

We understand that the Senedd will also consider this matter, and urge the Senedd to bring
in robust legislation that will ban conversion therapy in all its forms thereby offering
protection to LGBTQI+ people in Wales from this abusive and damaging practice.
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